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Public Hearing 
Environmental Assessment Runway 9R-27L   

Kendall-Tamiami Executive Airport 
September 13, 2006 

 
Thank you for attending tonight's public hearing on the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the 
proposed extension of Runway 9R-27L at the Kendall-Tamiami Executive Airport.  The 
proposed project involves extending Runway 9R-27L to a total length of 7,350 feet. This would 
include a 550-foot extension to the east end of the runway and a 1,798-foot extension to the west 
end of the runway.  The proposed runway extension would be on existing airport property and no 
property acquisition would be necessary.   In accordance with the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) and FAA Orders 5050.4A, Airport Environmental Handbook and 1050.1E, 
Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures, the Miami-Dade Aviation Department 
(MDAD) has prepared a Draft EA to analyze the potential environmental effects of the proposed 
project. 
 
Representatives from the MDAD and their consultants are available tonight to discuss the project 
with you and to answer any questions you may have. Exhibit boards are available tonight for 
your review.  Included below is a list of boards that are on display tonight.  
 
The public hearing and formal presentation will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. and will include a 
30 minute presentation.  Following the presentation, citizens are invited to provide comments 
and ask questions related to the EA.  If you wish to speak, please fill out and turn in a speaker 
card.  You will be recognized to speak in the order in which your card is received.  If you do not 
wish to speak, a comment sheet has been provided that you may fill out tonight or mail it to the 
address provided on the comment sheet. 
 
1. Study Process 
2. Proposed Project 
3. Alternatives Evaluated 
4. Alternatives Screening Matrix 
5. General and Detailed Study Areas 
6. Environmental Categories Evaluated 
7. Existing and Forecast Aircraft Operations 
8 Primary Flight Corridors – East Flow 
9. Primary Flight Corridors – West Flow 
10. 2005 DNL Contours 
11. 2009 DNL Contours - No Action 
12. 2009 DNL Contours - With Proposed Action 
13. 2009 DNL Contour Comparison - No Action vs. Proposed Action 
14. 2015 DNL Contour Comparison - No Action vs. Proposed Action 
15. FAA Land Use Guidance Table 
16. Human Environment 
17. Natural Environment 
18. Physical Environment  
19. Physical Environment (Continued) 
20. Other Environmental Categories 



Comment Form 
Environmental Assessment 

Kendall-Tamiami Executive Airport 
Public Hearing - September 13, 2006 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please use this form to express your comments and/or suggestions 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
      

Please turn this form in tonight or mail so that it will be received by September 27th to: 
 

Mr. Norman Hegedus, Aviation Environmental Planner 
Miami-Dade Aviation Department 

Aircraft Noise & Environmental Planning Office 
P.O. Box 025504 

Miami, Florida 33102 
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          1              [Whereupon, the following proceedings 
 
          2        were had: 
 
          3              MR. ALBERTS:  Well, we said we were 
 
          4        going to start promptly at seven o'clock, and 
 
          5        it is seven o'clock, so we are prompt. 
 
          6              We are here for the public hearing for 
 
          7        the Kendall Tamiami Executive Airport's 
 
          8        proposed runway extension Environmental 
 
          9        Assessment.  We thank you for coming. 
 
         10              My name is Rick Alberts.  I am with 
 
         11        Environmental Science Associates, the firm 
 
         12        that prepared the assessment.  And before we 
 
         13        begin the show, I would like to introduce a 
 
         14        few people that are here from Miami-Dade 
 
         15        Aviation Department; Bruce Drum, Norman 
 
         16        Hegedus -- Norm, are you in here?  Well, he 
 
         17        is here -- Jeff Bunting.  He is in the back. 
 
         18        Fred Bostick, Fred is there. 
 
         19              Mark Handehan, he is there in the back 
 
         20        there, I guess.  Sorry, that is Mark 
 
         21        Henderson -- Mike Handrehan; Sharon, Sharon 
 
         22        Rozier, she is there. 
 
         23              And we have from Environmental Science 
 
         24        Associates, Mike Alberts, over here; Patrick 
 
         25        Adesso, Patrick is over here.  And we had a 
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          1        subconsultant, Civil Works that helped us out 
 
          2        a lot on the study, Linda Bell.  Linda is 
 
          3        back here. 
 
          4              We also have Vaughn Suarez -- I hope I 
 
          5        got that right -- and we have Jim Grant.  He 
 
          6        is here. 
 
          7              So anyway, thanks to all of you for 
 
          8        helping us out on this thing.  Just to let 
 
          9        you know, the following is about a 30-minute 
 
         10        presentation, and I just want to let you know 
 
         11        so you won't wonder when the thing is going 
 
         12        to end.  It is 30 minutes.  So we should be 
 
         13        done at 7:30.  I am asked to read the 
 
         14        presentation for the record.  We do have a 
 
         15        court reporter here today, and they like us 
 
         16        to have the testimony that is coming from the 
 
         17        consultant to be accurate.  So here we are. 
 
         18              "This is a public hearing regarding 
 
         19        the Environmental Assessment for the proposed 
 
         20        runway extension at Kendall Tamiami Airport. 
 
         21        Miami-Dade Aviation Department proposes to 
 
         22        construct extensions to runway 9R/27L the 
 
         23        southern east west runway at the airport. 
 
         24              The Federal Aviation Administration 
 
         25        requires coordination of the Environmental 
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          1        Assessment with state and local agencies 
 
          2        which have jurisdiction with respect to any 
 
          3        environmental impacts associated with the 
 
          4        proposed project. 
 
          5              The Environmental Assessment is 
 
          6        currently undergoing review by the Orlando 
 
          7        Airports District Office of the Federal 
 
          8        Aviation Administration and has been made 
 
          9        available to federal agencies and State of 
 
         10        Florida agencies by the state Clearinghouse. 
 
         11        These include such agencies as the Florida 
 
         12        Department of Environmental Protection, 
 
         13        Florida Historic Preservation Office, South 
 
         14        Florida Water Management District, Florida 
 
         15        Department of Transportation, National Park 
 
         16        Service, Micosukee tribe of the Indians, US 
 
         17        Fish and Wildlife Service, South Florida 
 
         18        Regional Planning Council and others. 
 
         19              This public hearing is being held to 
 
         20        solicit testimony from interested groups, 
 
         21        agencies and individuals.  Comments can be 
 
         22        provided verbally or in written form 
 
         23        regarding the proposed project. 
 
         24              Tonight's public hearing will begin 
 
         25        with a presentation that provides a 
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          1        description of the proposed project, 
 
          2        including the alternatives considered and the 
 
          3        project's environmental consequences.  The 
 
          4        second part of tonight's hearing includes 
 
          5        public comment and testimony. 
 
          6              If you wish to speak at tonight's 
 
          7        hearing, we request that you fill out a 
 
          8        speaker card and turn it in to us.  You will 
 
          9        be recognized to speak in the order in which 
 
         10        your speaker card is received.  Each person 
 
         11        who wishes to speak will be given a period of 
 
         12        up to five minutes to present your views. 
 
         13        This time limit is to allow everyone who is 
 
         14        wishing to speak to be able to do so.  If you 
 
         15        feel you need more time than the five minutes 
 
         16        allocated to express your views, you may come 
 
         17        back to the microphone after all who wish to 
 
         18        speak have had an opportunity to do so. 
 
         19              There is a court reporter here tonight 
 
         20        to make sure that your comments are 
 
         21        accurately recorded.  A transcript of this 
 
         22        hearing will be made available to the Federal 
 
         23        Aviation Administration and will be included 
 
         24        in the final Environmental Assessment report. 
 
         25              Those persons not wishing to speak 
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          1        publicly tonight may submit written comments. 
 
          2        Comment forms are provided at the sign-in 
 
          3        table.  You may turn written comments in 
 
          4        tonight or you may mail your comments to the 
 
          5        address shown on the form.  Written comments 
 
          6        must be received by the Miami-Dade Aviation 
 
          7        Department no later than September 27th. 
 
          8              The existing runway system at 
 
          9        Kendall-Tamiami Airport consists of a 5001 
 
         10        foot runway on the north side of the airport 
 
         11        designated runway 9L-27R, a 5002-foot runway 
 
         12        on the south side designated runway 9R/27L, 
 
         13        and a crosswind runway 13-31 which is 4001 
 
         14        feet long. 
 
         15              The proposed project is the extension 
 
         16        of runway 9R/27L from its existing 5002-foot 
 
         17        length to 7350 feet.  This would be 
 
         18        accomplished by adding 550 feet to the 
 
         19        runway's eastern end and 1798 foot to the 
 
         20        western end, shown here in blue, and the 
 
         21        provision for runway protection zones, shown 
 
         22        here in orange. 
 
         23              In addition, the proposed project 
 
         24        includes the extension of taxiways, 
 
         25        relocation of the approach lighting systems, 
 
                            KRESSE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
                                  (305) 371-7692 



 
 
                                                               8 
 
 
          1        modification of navigation aids and 
 
          2        provisions for drainage improvements. 
 
          3              A project of this type requires the 
 
          4        preparation of an Environmental Assessment to 
 
          5        consider its environmental consequences. 
 
          6        Following the identification of the project, 
 
          7        early coordination was initiated to receive 
 
          8        initial input from federal, state and local 
 
          9        agencies that may have an interest in the 
 
         10        project.  Then an initial evaluation of the 
 
         11        project occurred by establishing its purpose 
 
         12        and need, evaluating alternatives and 
 
         13        conducting an evaluation of its environmental 
 
         14        consequences. 
 
         15              Two public meetings were then held to 
 
         16        gain initial input from interested citizens. 
 
         17        These meetings were held on April 20th and 
 
         18        May 15th of this year.  Following the 
 
         19        meetings, public and agency comments were 
 
         20        obtained and evaluated and a draft 
 
         21        Environmental Assessment was prepared.  This 
 
         22        Environmental Assessment was made available 
 
         23        for agencies and public review beginning on 
 
         24        August 7, 2006. 
 
         25              Tonight we are holding the public 
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          1        hearing on the proposed project to receive 
 
          2        additional public input.  After tonight's 
 
          3        hearing, the comments received from agencies 
 
          4        and from the public will be reviewed, and a 
 
          5        draft final Environmental Assessment will be 
 
          6        prepared.  This draft final EA will then be 
 
          7        submitted to the Federal Aviation 
 
          8        Administration for its review and decision on 
 
          9        whether the extensions are environmentally 
 
         10        acceptable. 
 
         11              The purpose of the runway extension is 
 
         12        threefold:  First, to provide the required 
 
         13        runway length to allow business and personal, 
 
         14        general aviation jets to fly nonstop to 
 
         15        medium and long-haul destinations from the 
 
         16        airport without imposing significant weight 
 
         17        restrictions. 
 
         18              Second, to provide the necessary 
 
         19        runway lengths to fulfill the airport's role 
 
         20        as a designated reliever airport as defined 
 
         21        in the 2005 National Plan of Integrated 
 
         22        Airport System. 
 
         23              And third, the additional runway 
 
         24        length adds a measure of safety in the event 
 
         25        an emergency situation occurs upon take-off 
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          1        or landing. 
 
          2              The analysis demonstrated that the 
 
          3        existing 5002-foot runway was not long enough 
 
          4        to accommodate many general aviation jet 
 
          5        aircraft without imposing unreasonable weight 
 
          6        restrictions on departure or unreasonable 
 
          7        limitations on how far the aircraft could fly 
 
          8        before having to land and refuel. 
 
          9              The proposed runway extension to 
 
         10        7350 feet would allow approximately 
 
         11        80 percent of the larger general aviation jet 
 
         12        aircraft to operate at 90 percent of their 
 
         13        useful load.  This would mean that most 
 
         14        business jet aircraft would be accommodated 
 
         15        during high temperature days as well as under 
 
         16        wet runway conditions. 
 
         17              The Federal Aviation Administration 
 
         18        has established guidance on the facilities 
 
         19        that should be provided at an airport that is 
 
         20        considered a reliever facility.  The airport 
 
         21        meets or exceeds these guidelines in 
 
         22        virtually all aspects, with the exception 
 
         23        that its primary runway is 1500 feet shorter 
 
         24        than the minimum preferred runway length. 
 
         25        Thus, an additional need for the runway 
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          1        extension is to meet or exceed the minimum 
 
          2        desired runway length for its role as a 
 
          3        reliever airport. 
 
          4              Also as part of the Environmental 
 
          5        Assessment process, the FAA requires that 
 
          6        consideration be given to potential 
 
          7        alternatives.  There were five runway 
 
          8        extension alternatives considered in the 
 
          9        study.  These included, alternative one, no 
 
         10        action alternative, meaning no extension to 
 
         11        any runway at the airport; 
 
         12               Alternative two, proposed extension 
 
         13        of runway 9R-27L to 7350 feet by adding 
 
         14        550 feet to the east end and 1798 feet to the 
 
         15        west end.  This is the proposed project 
 
         16        alternative; 
 
         17              Alternative three, proposed extension 
 
         18        of runway 9R/27L to 7300 feet by adding 
 
         19        2348 feet to the west end of the runway; 
 
         20              And alternative four, proposed 
 
         21        extension of runway 9L-27R to 7350 feet by 
 
         22        adding 750 feet to the runway's east end and 
 
         23        1599 feet to the west end; 
 
         24               And alternative five, proposed 
 
         25        extension of runway 13-31 to 7350 feet by 
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          1        adding 1675 feet to the northwest end of the 
 
          2        runway, and 1674 feet to the southeast end. 
 
          3              FAA guidelines indicate that a 
 
          4        screening process should be conducted to 
 
          5        determine which alternatives meet the purpose 
 
          6        and need and are acceptable in terms of cost 
 
          7        and constructability.  Those that do not meet 
 
          8        these requirements would be rejected from 
 
          9        further consideration. 
 
         10              Cost and constructability 
 
         11        considerations include such items as the need 
 
         12        for land acquisition, the need to relocate 
 
         13        aviation facilities, operational impacts 
 
         14        during construction, the need to relocate 
 
         15        public roads, safety zone complexities and 
 
         16        cost considerations. 
 
         17              The result of the alternatives 
 
         18        screening process are presented in the matrix 
 
         19        shown here. 
 
         20              Alternative one, the no action 
 
         21        alternative shown on the left colored column 
 
         22        would not meet the purpose and need, as the 
 
         23        necessary runway length would not be 
 
         24        provided.  Although this alternative did not 
 
         25        meet the criteria, it was retained for 
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          1        detailed environmental analysis for baseline 
 
          2        comparative purposes as required by the 
 
          3        Federal Aviation Administration. 
 
          4              Alternative two, the preferred 
 
          5        alternative, presented in the next colored 
 
          6        column, was shown to meet the purpose and 
 
          7        need and, from a cost and constructability 
 
          8        standpoint, would not require the acquisition 
 
          9        of any land, would not cause disruption to 
 
         10        either of the other two runways during 
 
         11        construction, would not require the rerouting 
 
         12        of the public roads, would accommodate the 
 
         13        expansion of safety areas on existing 
 
         14        property limits, and the projected ten 
 
         15        million dollars cost of the project ranked 
 
         16        lowest of the other alternatives being 
 
         17        considered.  Thus, alternative two was 
 
         18        retained for additional evaluation. 
 
         19              Alternatives three, four, and five, 
 
         20        presented in the three right colored columns 
 
         21        all show that they meet the purpose and need, 
 
         22        as all would provide a 7350-foot long runway. 
 
         23        However, alternatives three, four, and five 
 
         24        had moderate to high impacts in many of the 
 
         25        cost and constructability considerations and, 
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          1        for those reasons, were rejected from further 
 
          2        consideration. 
 
          3              Thus, the alternatives retained for 
 
          4        detailed analysis were alternative one, the 
 
          5        no-action alternative and alternative two, 
 
          6        the proposed project. 
 
          7              For the purpose of describing existing 
 
          8        conditions, two study areas were established. 
 
          9        For environmental considerations that deal 
 
         10        with broad indirect issues, a generalized 
 
         11        study area, shown here in blue, was 
 
         12        developed.  This area extended from Southwest 
 
         13        104th Street on the north, Southwest 152nd 
 
         14        Street on the south, Krome Avenue on the west 
 
         15        and Florida's Turnpike on the east. 
 
         16              Existing land use in the generalized 
 
         17        study area includes predominantly residential 
 
         18        development north and south of the airport, 
 
         19        mainly commercial and industrial east to the 
 
         20        Turnpike, and undeveloped land to the west. 
 
         21              Detailed study areas, shown here in 
 
         22        orange, were established for environmental 
 
         23        evaluation.  These included areas that would 
 
         24        potentially be disturbed by the runway 
 
         25        extension construction activities.  These are 
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          1        areas directly off the ends of runway 9R/27L. 
 
          2              21 environmental topics were evaluated 
 
          3        in the Environmental Assessment.  These 
 
          4        include topics that involve the human 
 
          5        environment, the natural environment and 
 
          6        physical environment.  The following portion 
 
          7        of the presentation will address how each of 
 
          8        these areas is affected by the no-action 
 
          9        alternative and the proposed project. 
 
         10              The first topics of discussion are 
 
         11        associated with the human environment and 
 
         12        include aircraft noise and land use 
 
         13        compatibility. 
 
         14              The total number of aircraft arrivals 
 
         15        and departures at the airport in 2005 
 
         16        amounted to approximately 186,000 operations. 
 
         17        By 2009, it is projected that this yearly 
 
         18        activity would increase to about 206,000 
 
         19        operations.  It is estimated that 
 
         20        approximately eight percent of these 
 
         21        operations would occur at night, between the 
 
         22        hours of 10:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M. 
 
         23              This slide generally shows flight 
 
         24        corridors for fixed wing aircraft during east 
 
         25        flow, with departures shown in light green to 
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          1        the east and arrivals in blue arriving from 
 
          2        the west. 
 
          3              When the airport operates in a west 
 
          4        flow, the fly corridors are reversed, with 
 
          5        departures to the west shown in light green 
 
          6        and the arrivals straight in from the east in 
 
          7        blue.  The airport operates in an east flow 
 
          8        approximately 80 percent of the time and west 
 
          9        flow the remaining 20 percent. 
 
         10              As required by the Federal Aviation 
 
         11        Administration, a noise model called the 
 
         12        integrated noise model is used to develop 
 
         13        noise contours for areas of high noise 
 
         14        exposure around the airport.  A day-night 
 
         15        noise level of 65 DNL or greater is 
 
         16        considered by the FAA as an area of 
 
         17        significant noise exposure.  The high noise 
 
         18        exposure areas for the year 2005 at the 
 
         19        airport were developed with the 65 DNL shown 
 
         20        here in yellow.  This slide is not intended 
 
         21        to imply that noise is not heard beyond the 
 
         22        limits of the yellow line, but that the 
 
         23        greatest noise exposure is experienced within 
 
         24        the yellow contour limits. 
 
         25              The noise impact analysis developed 
 
                            KRESSE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
                                  (305) 371-7692 



 
 
                                                              17 
 
 
          1        similar noise contours for the year 2009 for 
 
          2        both the no-action alternative and the 
 
          3        proposed project.  Under the no-action 
 
          4        alternative, shown here, the 2009 noise 
 
          5        contours are similar in shape to those in 
 
          6        2005, but the overall area of noise exposure 
 
          7        has increased slightly.  This is due to the 
 
          8        increase in aircraft activity by the year 
 
          9        2009. 
 
         10              In 2009, with the proposed runway 
 
         11        extension, the noise contours shift to the 
 
         12        west.  This is primarily due to the aircraft 
 
         13        beginning their take-off roll 1800 feet 
 
         14        further to the west.  This shift in departure 
 
         15        location results in aircraft being higher 
 
         16        east of the airport than they would be under 
 
         17        the no-action condition. 
 
         18              This slide shows the shift in noise 
 
         19        exposure to the west by overlaying the 65 DNL 
 
         20        for the no-action alternative in 2009 and the 
 
         21        65 DNL with the proposed project in 2009. 
 
         22        The green area east of the runway shows the 
 
         23        extent that the 65 DNL reduced in size east 
 
         24        of the airport, and the red area to the west 
 
         25        shows where the 65 DNL has increased in size. 
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          1              Here is a similar comparison between 
 
          2        the no-action alternative and proposed 
 
          3        project contours in 2015.  Although the 2015 
 
          4        contours are slightly larger with or without 
 
          5        the proposed project, they continue to show a 
 
          6        reduction in noise east of the airport and an 
 
          7        increase in noise to the west with the 
 
          8        proposed runway extension. 
 
          9              Under both alternatives for all years 
 
         10        of analysis, no residential properties are 
 
         11        located within the 65 DNL contour limits. 
 
         12        Land use within the 65 DNL consists primarily 
 
         13        of industrial, commercial and warehousing 
 
         14        uses to the east, and undeveloped property to 
 
         15        the west.  These uses are compatible with 
 
         16        aircraft noise. 
 
         17              In addition to noise and land use 
 
         18        considerations, three other human environment 
 
         19        topics were evaluated in the Environmental 
 
         20        Assessment.  From a socioeconomic and 
 
         21        environmental justice perspective, the 
 
         22        proposed project would not expose any 
 
         23        residential areas nor schools to noise levels 
 
         24        of 65 DNL or greater.  Thus, there would be 
 
         25        no disproportionate impact to minority or low 
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          1        income populations or to children. 
 
          2              In addition, no acquisition of 
 
          3        properties or displacement of persons would 
 
          4        be required in association with the proposed 
 
          5        project. 
 
          6              A review of off airport properties was 
 
          7        conducted to determine if any park or 
 
          8        recreation areas would be affected by the 
 
          9        proposed project.  The study determined that 
 
         10        Three Lakes Park is the only park within the 
 
         11        65 DNL contour limits, and that a noise 
 
         12        reduction would occur at the park with the 
 
         13        proposed runway extension. 
 
         14              No properties within the general study 
 
         15        area are on or eligible for listing on the 
 
         16        National Register of Historic Places.  In 
 
         17        addition, a field survey conducted for this 
 
         18        study concluded no archeological resources 
 
         19        exist within the area of potential 
 
         20        construction activity.  Thus, the analysis 
 
         21        indicates that the proposed project would 
 
         22        have no effect on cultural resources, and 
 
         23        concurrence of this determination has been 
 
         24        requested from the Florida State Historic 
 
         25        Preservation Officer. 
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          1              The next portion of the presentation 
 
          2        focuses on the natural environment which 
 
          3        includes the potential effects of the 
 
          4        proposed project on such topics as fish, 
 
          5        wildlife, plants, wetlands and threatened and 
 
          6        endangered species. 
 
          7              A field survey was conducted to 
 
          8        document the plant and animal species that 
 
          9        occur in the vicinity of the proposed runway 
 
         10        extension.  The results of the survey 
 
         11        indicated that within the limits of the 
 
         12        proposed construction, plant species 
 
         13        primarily included row crops, brazilian 
 
         14        peppers and maintained grass fields, plant 
 
         15        species common to Florida. 
 
         16              The Environmental Assessment 
 
         17        documented that wildlife species sighted and 
 
         18        likely to occur on-site are also common to 
 
         19        the Florida ecological environment, such as 
 
         20        the egret, red-winged blackbird, doves, and 
 
         21        herons. 
 
         22              The field survey conducted as part of 
 
         23        the Environmental Assessment revealed that 
 
         24        the only wetlands located near the proposed 
 
         25        project were in an existing canal located 
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          1        along the western side of the airport and in 
 
          2        a drainage ditch located south of the 
 
          3        proposed runway extension.  However, neither 
 
          4        of these areas would be affected by the 
 
          5        proposed project or the no-action 
 
          6        alternative, and thus, no wetlands would be 
 
          7        impacted. 
 
          8              A field survey was conducted to 
 
          9        determine the existence or potential 
 
         10        existence of threatened or endangered plant 
 
         11        or animal species or the existence of plant 
 
         12        or animal species of special concern.  No 
 
         13        threatened or endangered species were 
 
         14        determined to exist at the airport and thus, 
 
         15        no threatened or endangered species would be 
 
         16        affected by the proposed project. 
 
         17              The field survey did identify two 
 
         18        active burrowing owl nests that would be 
 
         19        affected by the proposed project.  Burrowing 
 
         20        owls are listed as a species of special 
 
         21        concern in the State of Florida.  An 
 
         22        incidental take permit issued by the Florida 
 
         23        Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
 
         24        would be required to mitigate the impact of 
 
         25        collapsing the burrows. 
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          1              The Environmental Assessment 
 
          2        identifies a burrowing owl management plan 
 
          3        that Miami-Dade County would implement 
 
          4        consistent with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
 
          5        Conservation guidelines.  This plan will 
 
          6        ensure that no active burrowing owl burrows 
 
          7        are damaged during construction and that no 
 
          8        owls, eggs, or flightless young are injured 
 
          9        during burrow collapse activities.  Upon 
 
         10        implementation of the burrowing owl 
 
         11        management plan, no significant impacts to 
 
         12        the burrowing owl would occur. 
 
         13              The next portion of the presentation 
 
         14        discusses the physical environment and 
 
         15        related impacts associated with the proposed 
 
         16        project. 
 
         17              The proposed project would result in 
 
         18        an increase of approximately 15 acres of 
 
         19        impervious surfaces as a result of the runway 
 
         20        extension and taxiway construction.  However, 
 
         21        Miami-Dade County has developed a stormwater 
 
         22        management plan for the airport that includes 
 
         23        the effects associated with the proposed 
 
         24        project.  This plan controls peak flow rates, 
 
         25        directs stormwater through a series of swales 
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          1        to provide water quality treatment and 
 
          2        utilizes best management practices for 
 
          3        temporary erosion control measures during 
 
          4        construction. 
 
          5              An evaluation of flood plain impacts 
 
          6        was conducted through the use of flood plain 
 
          7        maps developed by FEMA and available through 
 
          8        Miami-Dade County.  The maps indicated that 
 
          9        the airport is within zone AH, which is an 
 
         10        area exposed to shallow flooding during high 
 
         11        storm events.  Stormwater improvements at the 
 
         12        airport associated with the proposed project, 
 
         13        however, would decrease the amount of storm 
 
         14        water discharge into adjacent canals and 
 
         15        would have a beneficial effect on flood 
 
         16        plains in the airport vicinity. 
 
         17              From an air quality perspective, 
 
         18        Miami-Dade County is designated an attainment 
 
         19        area for all criteria air pollutants, meaning 
 
         20        that it meets all of the national ambient air 
 
         21        quality standards.  Total pollutant loads 
 
         22        would be slightly greater as a result of the 
 
         23        proposed project due to the increase in 
 
         24        taxiing distance to the extended runway 
 
         25        thresholds.  Minimal air emission increases 
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          1        are projected to occur with the proposed 
 
          2        project when compared to the no-action 
 
          3        alternative. 
 
          4              The study indicated that the 
 
          5        construction limits of the proposed project 
 
          6        are not in an area known to contain hazardous 
 
          7        materials, contamination, or other regulated 
 
          8        materials.  No above ground or under ground 
 
          9        fuel tanks or fuel lines are known to be 
 
         10        within the construction areas.  In addition, 
 
         11        the proposed project does not involve the 
 
         12        development of storage facilities or removal 
 
         13        of such facilities for hazardous materials. 
 
         14        Temporary generation of solid wastes would 
 
         15        occur from construction activities and these 
 
         16        materials would be disposed of in an approved 
 
         17        landfill. 
 
         18              During the early notification for the 
 
         19        Environmental Assessment, the State of 
 
         20        Florida determined that the proposed problem 
 
         21        is consistent with the Florida coastal zone 
 
         22        management program and would not have an 
 
         23        adverse impact on coastal resources. 
 
         24              The closest wild and scenic river to 
 
         25        the project site is the Loxahatchee River 
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          1        located approximately 70 miles to the north 
 
          2        in Palm Beach County.  Thus, no significant 
 
          3        impact to the wild and scenic rivers would 
 
          4        occur as a result of the proposed project. 
 
          5              The proposed project would occur 
 
          6        entirely within the existing airport limits. 
 
          7        Since the airport includes no prime or unique 
 
          8        farm lands, none would be lost by the 
 
          9        proposed project. 
 
         10              Light emissions from aircraft would 
 
         11        not change with the proposed project since no 
 
         12        change in approach or departure corridors 
 
         13        would occur.  Approach lighting would be 
 
         14        extended approximately 1800 feet to the west 
 
         15        and 550 feet to the east.  However, the 
 
         16        approach lights to the west would be toward 
 
         17        undeveloped farm land, and those extended 
 
         18        lights to the east would be toward industrial 
 
         19        uses. 
 
         20              There are no known unique natural 
 
         21        resources within the construction limits, and 
 
         22        no unusual materials would be needed for 
 
         23        construction of the proposed project.  The 
 
         24        proposed project would result in minimal 
 
         25        increases in energy use resulting from the 
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          1        addition of runway and taxiway lights and 
 
          2        from additional fuel consumed as a result of 
 
          3        increased taxiing distances. 
 
          4              Three other topics are included in the 
 
          5        Environmental Assessment including 
 
          6        construction impacts, secondary impacts and 
 
          7        cumulative impacts. 
 
          8              Construction of the proposed project 
 
          9        would result in a number of temporary 
 
         10        impacts.  Air emissions, construction-related 
 
         11        noise, energy usage from construction 
 
         12        vehicles and soil erosion would occur during 
 
         13        the construction phase.  Air emissions and 
 
         14        noise from construction equipment would 
 
         15        disperse significantly prior to reaching 
 
         16        residential neighborhoods due to the distance 
 
         17        between the construction site and the closest 
 
         18        residential areas.  Wind blown soil would be 
 
         19        controlled through wetting of exposed soils 
 
         20        and best management practices would be used 
 
         21        to protect water quality during construction. 
 
         22              Secondary impacts, as listed in FAA 
 
         23        guidance, would not occur with the proposed 
 
         24        project.  The project would not result in 
 
         25        property acquisition or re-locations, would 
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          1        not alter surface transportation patterns, 
 
          2        would not change flight corridors and thus 
 
          3        not adversely affect new communities and 
 
          4        would not disrupt the orderly planned 
 
          5        development either on or off the airport. 
 
          6              Cumulative impacts involve the 
 
          7        combined environmental consequences of a 
 
          8        variety of developments occurring within the 
 
          9        vicinity of the airport at the same time the 
 
         10        runway extension construction would take 
 
         11        place.  Due to the extensive amount of 
 
         12        property currently developed in the study 
 
         13        area, little additional development is 
 
         14        expected to occur in the time frame of the 
 
         15        construction of the proposed action. 
 
         16              Three projects are proposed in the 
 
         17        vicinity of the airport, a regional park, a 
 
         18        roadway realignment, and a commercial retail 
 
         19        warehouse facility.  These projects are not 
 
         20        of a size that would result in a significant 
 
         21        cumulative impact, even if all were 
 
         22        constructed at the same time. 
 
         23              In summary, the purpose of preparing 
 
         24        an Environmental Assessment is to determine 
 
         25        if there are any significant impacts 
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          1        associated with the development of the 
 
          2        proposed project or no-action alternative. 
 
          3              The Environmental Assessment has shown 
 
          4        that there are impacts associated with the 
 
          5        proposed runway extension.  However, for most 
 
          6        environmental topics, little or no impacts 
 
          7        result.  For others where potential impacts 
 
          8        have been identified, mitigation measures 
 
          9        have been identified to minimize the impact. 
 
         10        Thus, it is concluded that no significant 
 
         11        impact would occur to the human environment, 
 
         12        natural environment, physical environment or 
 
         13        other environmental considerations evaluated 
 
         14        in the study." 
 
         15              So this concludes the presentation 
 
         16        this evening of the hearing.  We thank you 
 
         17        for your interest and participation, and we 
 
         18        are going to open the hearing to your 
 
         19        testimony at this time.  So what we would 
 
         20        like to do now, is, have Patrick bring up the 
 
         21        cards.  We put the numbers on them as we 
 
         22        received them.  We are going to put a 
 
         23        microphone down here, probably put it right 
 
         24        down here in front of the court reporter, and 
 
         25        just ask each of you to come down.  We would 
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          1        like to do is we would -- as we mentioned 
 
          2        before, is to give each speaker five minutes 
 
          3        to speak.  I don't think we have that many 
 
          4        speakers tonight, so I don't think that is 
 
          5        going to be a problem.  But we would like to 
 
          6        have you take your five minutes, and if you 
 
          7        do need longer, you can come up at the end. 
 
          8              So Patrick, could you give me the 
 
          9        cards?  What I am going to do is give the 
 
         10        name of the person, the next person to speak, 
 
         11        and then I will give the next person on deck 
 
         12        so you know you are next. 
 
         13              The first person is William Ibarra, 
 
         14        I-b-a-r-r-a. Sorry, William -- 
 
         15              MR. IBARRA:  Ibarra.  Right. 
 
         16              MR. ALBERTS:  And the next would be 
 
         17        Denny Moore. 
 
         18              MR. IBARRA:  Thank you very much.  My 
 
         19        name is William Ibarra.  I own an aviation 
 
         20        company in which we operate a number of jet 
 
         21        airplanes.  Specifically, we had a couple of 
 
         22        years ago two mid-sized jets that were based 
 
         23        at the Tamiami Airport, and we had to move 
 
         24        them, you know, mainly because of the runway 
 
         25        consideration.  I am here basically to say 
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          1        that I am in complete, you know, favor of the 
 
          2        moving forward with the runway improvement, 
 
          3        and I think it will be a pretty major advance 
 
          4        for the local community.  I think everywhere 
 
          5        that this has happened, people -- it has, you 
 
          6        know, been very positive for, you know, 
 
          7        business and the whole community in general, 
 
          8        you know, all around. 
 
          9              Everybody talks about, as an example, 
 
         10        and anybody who flies knows, we always kind 
 
         11        of turn to the Fort Lauderdale Executive 
 
         12        Airport to show what has happened there. 
 
         13        That airport probably does not have the 
 
         14        territory that Tamiami has, but the number of 
 
         15        operations of the businesses that thrive 
 
         16        there are really amazing, and it is, you 
 
         17        know, something to look at.  When you see 
 
         18        what could happen to the Tamiami Airport, it 
 
         19        will benefit a lot of local businesses. 
 
         20              I think everybody that is there now is 
 
         21        going to expect to grow, expand, and it will 
 
         22        be a -- really a boon to the local community. 
 
         23        So I am in favor of it.  And I hope there is 
 
         24        no other obstacles in its path. 
 
         25              Thank you very much. 
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          1              MR. ALBERTS:  Thank you very much.  We 
 
          2        appreciate it. 
 
          3              Denny Moore. 
 
          4              Next is Albert Sotero. 
 
          5              MR. MOORE:  Hello, my name is Denny 
 
          6        /PHAOR.  And I first flew off the Tamiami 
 
          7        Airport in 1967.  I live at Country Walk, 
 
          8        which is about one mile from the airport.  I 
 
          9        am very much in favor of the airport and its 
 
         10        expansion, as a private pilot that flew out 
 
         11        of there many years ago and has his own 
 
         12        personal airplane still at the airport. 
 
         13              The second part is, I ended up being a 
 
         14        commercial pilot, flying for Konica Oil 
 
         15        Company and other corporate aircrafts, 
 
         16        several thousand hours in jets.  For this 
 
         17        purpose, I am very much in favor of the 
 
         18        airport because of the safety issue of having 
 
         19        the longer runway. 
 
         20              And last, I am representing some -- 
 
         21        general manager of Reliance Aviation, a fixed 
 
         22        base operation at the airport.  We currently 
 
         23        employ 24 people.  We have a about a fifteen 
 
         24        thousand dollar a week payroll.  With this 
 
         25        expansion, I know we will -- all who have 
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          1        businesses at the airport, expand our 
 
          2        business and we are expecting to expand that 
 
          3        employment rate and also in the local area, 
 
          4        with hotels and car rentals and so forth, to 
 
          5        participate with the expansion.  So I am very 
 
          6        much in favor of it, and thank you very much. 
 
          7              MR. ALBERTS:  Thank you, Mr. Moore. 
 
          8              Mr. Sotero. 
 
          9              Next is Les Leech. 
 
         10              One to go. 
 
         11              MR. SOTERO:  I am Albert Sotero.  I am 
 
         12        with Falcon Thrust at Tamiami Airport.  I am 
 
         13        very much in favor of this runway extension 
 
         14        due to the fact that I get numerous 
 
         15        complaints of the one runway being too short 
 
         16        for an airplane having to land at another 
 
         17        airport just to proceed forward to their 
 
         18        final destination. 
 
         19              This would be a big improvement in the 
 
         20        runway extension.  It is way past due, and 
 
         21        hopefully we can speed ahead and get to do it 
 
         22        and move forward. 
 
         23              Thank you. 
 
         24              MR. ALBERTS:  Thank you, Mr. Sotero. 
 
         25              Les Leech. 
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          1              And Miguel Cervera is next. 
 
          2              MR. LEECH:  My name is Les Leech.  I 
 
          3        am president of Sunrise Community 
 
          4        Incorporated.  We are not in the aviation 
 
          5        business.  We use aviation for our business. 
 
          6        And basically, we are a health care company 
 
          7        that serves people with developmental 
 
          8        disabilities, which includes people with 
 
          9        cerebral palsy, mental retardation, spina 
 
         10        bifida and so forth. 
 
         11              We have a couple of airplanes at 
 
         12        Tamiami, and they are highly utilized.  We 
 
         13        move our people all over the five states we 
 
         14        operate in, and we are frequent fliers out of 
 
         15        Tamiami.  I probably don't have the problems 
 
         16        that some aviation businesses related here, 
 
         17        or that were related here this evening, but 
 
         18        we are interested in safety, so the extension 
 
         19        of that runway is important to us.  And all 
 
         20        pilots and passengers, too, for that matter, 
 
         21        if they know aviation, appreciate the longer 
 
         22        the runway, the safer I feel.  Call it 
 
         23        elementary, but that is the way it is. 
 
         24              The other thing that interests me -- 
 
         25        and I -- probably on a more serious note -- 
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          1        it has not been lost on us that during the 
 
          2        hurricane, that airport was vital to our 
 
          3        survival in getting what supplies and support 
 
          4        necessary to support our complex people with 
 
          5        heavy medical problems, nonambulatory and so 
 
          6        forth and other medical conditions.  In fact, 
 
          7        if we couldn't fly in the hurricane supplies, 
 
          8        we did not own the airplanes, and we looked 
 
          9        most forward in a level five, or what have 
 
         10        you, assuming -- it has not been lost on me 
 
         11        either, that that airport is up and running 
 
         12        pretty clear even after a major disaster. 
 
         13        Those things are vitally important to our 
 
         14        business.  It gives us a safety net, and we 
 
         15        can count on the support of that airport; 
 
         16        come the day that we really need heavy 
 
         17        supplies in there, with a large airplane, 
 
         18        that airport may not be adequate.  That is 
 
         19        just one business person's perspective on how 
 
         20        that airplane helps a business in this case, 
 
         21        our health care organization.  And the idea 
 
         22        that with the problems in -- excuse me, 
 
         23        commercial aviation today in terms of 
 
         24        passenger inconvenience and discomfort, I can 
 
         25        even recruit jobs that have to be on the road 
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          1        like auditors, quality assurance, everything. 
 
          2        So just from that perspective of one person 
 
          3        or one organization such as a business, 
 
          4        albeit nonprofit, these are a couple of ways 
 
          5        or a number of ways that that airport is 
 
          6        going to be very important to ours existence. 
 
          7        Anything we can do to improve, anything that 
 
          8        we can do to allow the entry of larger heavy 
 
          9        airplanes, if the issue arises that we need 
 
         10        them, is extremely important to us. 
 
         11              Lastly, we have the coordinators of 
 
         12        Great Sunrise Balloon Race, which has nothing 
 
         13        to do with the length of the runway, but in 
 
         14        terms of business contacts, those contacts, 
 
         15        those owners of those jets and corporations 
 
         16        come into Tamiami.  It is very good for our 
 
         17        business.  So I can't say enough about the 
 
         18        airport and what it means to our company and 
 
         19        putting us in a competitive position in our 
 
         20        particular niche of the health care industry. 
 
         21        Thank you.  We are definitely for the 
 
         22        extension of this runway. 
 
         23              MR. ALBERTS:  Thank you, Mr. Leech. 
 
         24              Next up is Miguel Cervera. 
 
         25              MR. CERVERA:  Good evening.  My name 
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          1        is Miguel Cervera.  Thank you for giving me 
 
          2        the opportunity to speak here this evening 
 
          3        before you.  First of all, I would like to 
 
          4        say that I have been a member of this 
 
          5        community for a little bit over 30 years now. 
 
          6        I have used Tamiami extensively, both to fly 
 
          7        in and out over the years. 
 
          8              I would like to thank the County for 
 
          9        its effort in putting this project forward. 
 
         10        They have done a very good job in bringing 
 
         11        the project to this community, explaining to 
 
         12        the members of the community what the project 
 
         13        entails, and they have been very, very 
 
         14        thorough in addressing all of the issues. 
 
         15        And I don't see a lot of community folks here 
 
         16        this evening, but I have attended the last 
 
         17        two meetings, and there has been quite a few 
 
         18        individuals there, and they have received 
 
         19        very good information from the County. 
 
         20              After 9-11, General Aviation has 
 
         21        really exploded.  People don't want to fly in 
 
         22        and out of busy airports like Fort Lauderdale 
 
         23        and Miami International, and any business 
 
         24        commuter has an option now of flying in a 
 
         25        small jet.  Small corporate jets are the way 
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          1        to go.  At least that is what my friends in 
 
          2        the aviation industry tell me. 
 
          3              It is essential that we make this 
 
          4        project happen.  It is essential that we 
 
          5        carry this project forward, and I think it is 
 
          6        the right thing to do.  The neighbors, I 
 
          7        think, so far are satisfied with the project, 
 
          8        as it has been presented.  And the airport 
 
          9        has been a very good community partner. 
 
         10        There is a lot of businesses that have 
 
         11        evolved around the airport.  There is a lot 
 
         12        of business folks that use the facilities of 
 
         13        the airport to come in and out, and also, 
 
         14        when we get this project concluded, there is 
 
         15        going to be other businesses that are going 
 
         16        to come flow through the airport.  It is 
 
         17        going to help us in driving the engine of the 
 
         18        community or the economic engine of Dade 
 
         19        County is going to continue to grow and move 
 
         20        forward because of it. 
 
         21              And in closing, again, I think the 
 
         22        community has been very helpful in this, as 
 
         23        well as the County.  And I think that we will 
 
         24        be able to see this project go forward, and 
 
         25        hopefully, it will be sooner than later. 
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          1              Thank you very much. 
 
          2              MR. ALBERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          3              That is the last speaker that we have. 
 
          4        Is there anyone else in the room who would 
 
          5        like to speak, fill out a speaker card and 
 
          6        speak tonight? 
 
          7              I would like to remind you that 
 
          8        written comments can be sent in.  There is a 
 
          9        comment form here.  The only reason you need 
 
         10        to have the form is to know where to send 
 
         11        them.  You can't put them on any other kind 
 
         12        of paper.  So if I don't see any others who 
 
         13        wish to speak tonight, we will close the 
 
         14        hearing.  Thank you very much for coming. 
 
         15              We have one more. 
 
         16              Just talk to the reporter. 
 
         17              MR. PERCIVAL:  My name is Lawrence 
 
         18        Percival.  I am the vice president of the 
 
         19        Kendall Federation of Homeowners' 
 
         20        Association.  We passed a resolution in 
 
         21        support of the expansion of the runway.  As 
 
         22        it has been proposed, we support this, and we 
 
         23        would like to see that done as soon as 
 
         24        possible.  So we would like this project to 
 
         25        be expedited within all possible means.  It 
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          1        is greatly needed for the benefit of the 
 
          2        aviation department and the airport, 
 
          3        obviously, but it is needed for the 
 
          4        community, as well.  The community embraces 
 
          5        the idea and we accept it.  Not a hundred 
 
          6        percent, there is never a hundred percent. 
 
          7        But the overwhelming majority of the people 
 
          8        understand the issues, and we support the 
 
          9        opportunity for the runway to expand, for it 
 
         10        to be an executive airport, limited to 
 
         11        corporate aircraft, with the understanding 
 
         12        that it would never be used for commercial 
 
         13        nor for larger aircraft.  Other than the, I 
 
         14        guess it would be a Class 4 corporate jet, 
 
         15        Class 3 or 4 corporate jets. 
 
         16              And with those provisos, we support 
 
         17        the expansion and the opportunity for the 
 
         18        airport to be appropriately developed and 
 
         19        service the needs of our community. 
 
         20              I don't think I need to say anything 
 
         21        else. 
 
         22       (Thereupon, the Public Hearing was adjourned 
 
         23    at 8:30 p.m.) 
 
         24 
 
         25 
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