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British Airways announced Tuesday it will use the Airbus A380 - the world’s largest passenger plane - for
flights between Miami and London starting next fall. STEVE PARSONS/PA WIRE


Story

More supersized aircraft are coming to Miami.

British Airways on Tuesday announced that it will start using the double-decker Airbus A380, the world’s largest
passenger airliner, for nonstop flights between Miami International Airport and London Heathrow Airport
starting in October of 2015.
The carrier will use the “superjumbo” jet for two daily Miami-London flights. The A380, with 469 seats per flight,
will replace the 337-seat Boeing 747s that British Airways uses. Depending on the season, the airline currently
offers two to three flights a day from Miami.

Air France announced in August that it would use the plane for service between Miami and Paris-Charles de
Gaulle Airport between Dec. 1 and March 28.

Lufthansa was the first to bring the A380 to MIA with its Miami-Frankfurt service.

Read more here: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article3787449.html#storylink=cpy
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The introduction of the A380 on the London – Miami route, which is operated under the auspices
of the carrier’s Atlantic Joint Business with American Airlines, US Airways, Iberia and Finnair,
will see BA’s available capacity on the route rise by around 39.2 per cent.

British Airways (BA) has announced plans to introduce more capacity on its flights to Miami from winter 2015/2016 by
deploying its Airbus A380 on its two daily flights to Florida’s largest city from its London Heathrow hub. The
SuperJumbo will replace the Boeing 747-400s currently serving the route from October 25, 2015 as BA completes the
final stage of its network switches across Heathrow’s terminals.
In the coming 12 months, flights to 20 British Airways destinations, including Miami, will change terminals at Heathrow
and by the middle of October 2015 all of the airline’s services will depart from either its flagship home of Terminal 5 or
the main oneworld alliance Heathrow base in Terminal 3 as it finally moves out of its original Terminal 1 home.
“The acquisition and integration of bmi into British Airways has been a great success but one of its challenges was having
to split our flights between three terminals for more than three years while the new Heathrow Terminal 2 was being built,”
said Lynne Embleton, director of strategy for British Airways.
“It is great news that we can now look forward to having flights from just two Heathrow terminals. This means that we can
offer our customers and those from our oneworld partners smoother journeys, especially if they are connecting between
flights,” she added.
The Miami route is currently served from Terminal 5, but from October 14, 2015, alongside its flights to Denver, Phoenix,
Las Vegas, Vancouver, Cape Town, Accra and Nairobi, it will be served from Terminal 3. From the summer BA’s flights
to Hanover, Luxembourg, Lyon, Marseille and new link to Bilbao also operate from Terminal 3 instead of Terminal 1.
To help prepare for the greater numbers of long-haul customers in Terminal 3 and the introduction of A380 services for
the first time, BA will be renovating and extending its check-in areas as well as working with Heathrow Airport to
enhance its baggage systems.

British Airways currently operates between 650 and 700 flights each day at Heathrow, carrying an average of 95,000
customers to or from the airport. Once the moves are complete Terminal 5 will be home to just under 120 destinations and
Terminal 3 will serve 21 British Airways destinations.
“Being based in two terminals rather than three also means we can now use our short-haul aircraft in a more efficient way
and improve the short-haul schedules we can offer our customers,” said Embleton.
The introduction of the A380 on the London – Miami route, which is operated under the auspices of the carrier’s Atlantic
Joint Business with American Airlines, US Airways, Iberia and Finnair, will see BA’s available capacity on the route rise
by more than a third . Alongside its two daily departures BA has a third rotation that operates three times weekly and
which will be suspended following the A380 deployment. Its partner American Airlines also offers a double daily service
while rival Virgin Atlantic has a single daily link on the route.
BA will be the third European carrier to deploy its A380s on flights to Miami International Airport after Air France and
Lufthansa, meaning all three major global alliances will be offering SuperJumbo flights across the Atlantic to Florida from
next year. German national carrier and Star Alliance member Lufthansa launched its flights from Frankfurt in December
2011, while SkyTeam founder Air France will launch its own A380 operation from Paris CDG in December 2014, albeit
just through to March 2015.
In our analysis, below, we look at annual bi-directional O&D passenger flows on these three transatlantic routes. The data
clearly shows that all three routes have seen peaks and troughs in demand levels across the past ten years but interestingly
while the Paris CDG – Miami route has seen numbers rise 54.0 per cent between 2004 and 2103, and Frankfurt – Miami
reporting a 16.8 per cent rise in O&D demand, the London Heathrow – Miami route has seen point-to-point traffic decline
8.9 per cent.
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NEW YORK, Nov. 11, 2014 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- British Airways today announced that Floridians planning
to travel to Europe next year will have the chance to experience British Airways' new state-of-the-art Airbus
A380 superjumbo. From October 2015, the premium British airline will offer two daily A380 services from Miami
International Airport to London Heathrow, with onward connections to more than 100 destinations.
The largest commercial airliner in the sky, British Airways' A380 can accommodate up to 469 customers across
two decks and four cabins.



The First cabin features 14 luxurious suites with 30 percent more personal space than the previous generation.
Customers in First will be able to enjoy à la carte dining or try the A380 exclusive five course taster menu.



97 Club World (business class) seats that convert into full flat beds



The popular World Traveller Plus (premium economy) cabin will have 55 seats and 303 seats will be available
in World Traveller (economy).
British Airways and American Airlines customers will now have a choice of four daily flights to London (two
operated by American Airlines on a Boeing 777 aircraft), with the opportunity to earn and burn miles across
both airlines.
Sean Doyle, British Airways' Executive Vice President Americas, said "With our joint business partner Iberia
offering its new A330 service from Miami to Madrid and American offering a twice daily service to London, our
customers in Miami will be able to fly to Europe in style.
"This is part of our multi-billion dollar investment in new aircraft, smarter cabins, elegant lounges, and new
technologies to make life more comfortable in the air and on the ground."

All British Airways customers enjoy benefits such as free meals and beverages, as well as free baggage
allowance and seat allocation. The airline also provides a "Feed Kids First" service which ensures that children
are served first, allowing parents to enjoy their own meal.
British Airways operates nonstop flights to London from three cities in Florida. In October 2015 the Miami A380
service will move from London Heathrow Terminal 5 to Terminal 3, the main oneworld alliance base.

