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We are familiar with the concept of 
dual citizenship, or multiple citizenship 
- a single person legally recognized as a 
citizen of two or more countries at the 
same time. Dual and multiple passport 
holders enjoy the rights, privileges, and 
responsibilities of each country. But 
can a place or structure be in two or 
more countries simultaneously? We 
explore some geographic oddities and 
peculiar places on the cover page.  
 
We are pleased to welcome to our  
community Ms. Sylvia Cesaratto,  
Canadaôs new Consul General in  
Miami, Mr. Darrel Montrope, Saint 
Luciaôs new Consul General in Miami 
and Ms. Shannon H. Eisenhut, new 
Regional Director, Office of Foreign 
Missions (OFM) in Miami.  
 
We celebrate National Aviation History 
Month and Miami International  
Airportôs accomplishments. We also 
celebrate Native American Heritage 
Month with Native and Indigenous 
peoples.  
 
To all soccer enthusiasts, we know you 
are enjoying the 2022 Qatar FIFA 
World Cup, and we eagerly await the 
final match to be played at the Lusail 
Stadium on December 18, 2022 to 
crown the world champions. We salute 
all nations celebrating their  
independence or national days this 
month. As always, please be safe. 

Inside this Edition 

Pheasant Island, located between France and Spain, bizarrely changes countries twice a year. 
Pheasant Island, browed with trees and elliptical in shape, lies just 10m from the Spanish 
side of the river and 20m from the French. It's of such historical importance that it's only 
rarely opened to visitors. Sheltered in the borderlands between Hendaye, France, and Irun, 
Spain, on the Bidasoa river, the perplexing island is presided over by each nation for six 
months and is a historical record of the rivalry between the countries.  
 
Pheasant Island came into prominence in 1648, following a ceasefire at the end of the Thirty 
Years' War between France and Spain (1618-1648), when it was chosen as a neutral space to 
demarcate the new borderlands. In fact, 24 summits took place there, with military escorts on 
standby should talks breakdown. On November 7, 1659, the Treaty of the Pyrenees peace 
accord was struck. So symbolic was Pheasant Island as a metaphor of peace that it was de-
cided both countries would have joint custody of the territory. Spain would hold stewardship 
from the 1st of February to the 31st of July each year, while Pheasant Island would become 
an official part of France for the other six months.  

The Haskell Free Library and 
Opera House, it turns out, is a  
library like no other. It straddles 
two nations, with one foot in the 
United States and the other in  
Canada. The Haskell Free Library 
and Opera House has two different 
addresses. If you are American, the 
library is located at ñ93 Caswell 
Avenue, Derby Line, Vermontò, 
and if you are Canadian, it is  
located at ñ1 Rue Church Street, 
Stanstead,  
Quebecò. Both addresses are  
correct, and either one will take 
you to the same building. The only 
thing that matters is from which 

way you are approaching. The Haskell Free Library and Opera House is located astride the 
US-Canada border. One half of the building stands in Derby Line, which is an American 
town, and the other half stands in Stanstead, a Canadian town. 
 
The Haskell Free Library and Opera House is housed in an ornate, century-old, two-story 
stone building built in the Queen Anne Revival style, typical of public libraries of the time. 
The library and opera house was built by the American, Carlos Haskell, and his Canadian 
wife Martha Stewart Haskell, and donated to the residents of both countries. It was  
deliberately built over the border so that both Canadians and Americans would have equal  
access to the library. The library has only one entrance, on the American side, but Canadians 
are free to enter and use the library, as long as they return to their Canadian side once theyôre 
done. There is, however, an emergency exit on the Canadian side of the building, but it stays 
closed. 
 
The black line running along the floor ï a strip of masking tape ï marks the international 
border, separating the towns Derby Line, Vermont, from Stanstead, Quebec. The front door, 
community bulletin board and childrenôs books are in the US; the remainder of the  
collection and the reading room are in Canada. The Haskell Opera Houseôs stage is in  
Canada while most of the seats are in the United States.  
 

https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20220706-europes-island-that-swaps-nationalities
https://www.hendaye-tourisme.fr/en/
https://tourism.euskadi.eus/en/towns/irun/aa30-12375/en/
https://tourism.euskadi.eus/en/towns/irun/aa30-12375/en/
https://www.britannica.com/event/Thirty-Years-War
https://www.britannica.com/event/Thirty-Years-War
https://www.britannica.com/event/Peace-of-the-Pyrenees
https://www.britannica.com/event/Peace-of-the-Pyrenees
https://haskellopera.com/
https://haskellopera.com/
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 DIPLOMATIC & CONSULAR RELATIONS 

Meet the New Consul General of Saint Lucia in Miami, Florida  

Meet the New Consul General of Canada in Miami, Florida 

Ms. Sylvia Cesaratto is the new Consul General of Canada in Miami. She is a  
multi-lingual senior executive with the Canadian government with extensive overseas  
experience in delivering Canada's foreign policy, international business, and international 
development priorities. She has a proven track record in leading multi-cultural and  
multi-functional teams to deliver results on behalf of stakeholders (government, business, 
citizens).  
 
She has led teams providing strategic advice to senior decision-makers as well as policy  
recommendations on advancing bilateral relations with international partners, including  
enhancing relations with Canadaôs North American neighbors: Mexico and the United 
States. 
 

She has had four prior international assignments, with her first to South Africa following the lifting of economic  
sanctions. Other overseas assignments have included London, United Kingdom and Brussels, Belgium. From 2011 to 
2015 she was Canadaôs Ambassador to Panama. Most recently she was the Director-General for Central America and the 
Caribbean at headquarters. Ms. Cesaratto is pleased to be representing Canada in the dynamic state of Florida. 

Meet the New Regional Director of the Office of Foreign Missions, Miami Regional Office 

Mr. Darrel Montrope is the new Consul General of Saint Lucia in Miami. He has an abiding 
interest in social and economic policy issues. A graduate of the University of the West Indies 
(Mona) with an MSc. in the Sociology of Development, he has over two decades experience in 
government policy management. During that span, he provided leadership to several government 
Ministries/Agencies in the capacity of Permanent Secretary.  
 
His portfolios during that time included Health, Tourism, Labor, and Public Administration.  
He also served as Secretary to the Cabinet and the Titular Head of the Saint Lucia Public Service.  
 
The father of a son and daughter, his interests are eclectic, but he particularly enjoys reading and 
most musical genres.  

Ms. Shannon H. Eisenhut joined the United States Department of State, Diplomatic Security  
Service as a Special Agent in January 2009.  Prior to assuming the role of Regional Director for the 
Office of Foreign Missions ï Miami Regional Office, Ms. Eisenhut served in various capacities 
within the U.S. Department of State both domestic and overseas.  Assignments include Iraq, Japan, 
Libya, The Netherlands, Chicago, Miami and Washington, D.C. 

 

Ms. Eisenhut is from Florida and a graduate of Rollins College (MBA - International Business ó01). 
Prior to joining the Department of State, Diplomatic Security Service, she worked as the Special  
Assistant for the U.S. Ambassador at the United States Embassy The Hague, Netherlands, and worked 
for 18 years in the private sector with international companies expanding products and services into 
emerging markets and managing international projects for multinational corporations and  

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs). Executive offices were in Chicago, New York, London, Munich, and Nairobi. 

Ms. Eisenhut has been awarded numerous honors from the U.S. Department of State and has received additional accolades 
from other U.S. Government agencies and international counterparts throughout her tenure.    
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BRIEFS & NOTES 

On November 17, 1970, the ñX-Y Position Indicator for a Display Systemò was  
patented by Douglas Engelbart (January 30, 1925 ï July 2, 2013).  Although most, if not all of 
us, have never heard of the ñX-Y Position Indicatoréò, chances are you are using one right now 
while reading this digital newsletter. The device in question is the computer mouse.  
During the 1960ôs, assisted by William English, Engelbart perfected a variety of input devices 
including joysticks, light pens, and track balls.  

 

Before his inventions, controlling a computer was a laborious and error-prone task using 
keypunch cards or manually set electronic switches. He made it possible for ordinary people to use computers. Engelbart himself 
coined the term mouse when he said that the device, with the cord coming out from the back, reminded him of the ñrodent mouseò.  
The name stuck! 

Origins of the Computer Mouse 

National Native American Heritage Month 

November is Native American Heritage Month, or as it is commonly referred to, American 
Indian and Alaska Native Heritage Month. During National Native American Heritage Month, 
we celebrate Indigenous peoples past and present and rededicate ourselves to honoring Tribal 
sovereignty, promoting Tribal self-determination, and upholding the United Statesô solemn 
trust and treaty responsibilities to Tribal Nations.  
 

The Native American Heritage Month is also an opportune time to educate the public about 
tribes, raise general awareness about the unique challenges Native people have faced both his-

torically and, in the present, and the ways in which tribal citizens have worked to conquer these challenges. Click on the  
following link to view the Presidential Proclamation on National Native American Heritage Month 2022.  

Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) Delegation Visits Miami-Dade County, Florida 

L-R: FAANôs Capt. Rabiu Yadudu   

and MDADôs Director Ralph Cuti® 

L-R: GMCVBôs President & CEO 

David Whitaker and Capt. Yadudu 

A delegation consisting of 4 executives from the Federal Airports  

Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) visited Miami from November 20-23, 

2022. They met with officials of the Miami-Dade Aviation  

Department (MDAD) and the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors 

Bureau (GMCVB) to discuss air route development opportunities, best 

practices, technical exchanges and collaboration. 

Pictured above from L-R: MDADôs Division Director, Protocol &  

International Affairs U. Desmond Alufohai, FAANôs Director of  

Commercial & Business Development Sadiku A. Rafindadi, MDADôs 

Real Estate Management Division Director Michele Raymond, 

MDADôs HR Division Director Toni Thomas-Stacey, MDADôs Deputy 

Director Ken Pyatt, FAANôs Managing Director & Chief Executive 

Capt. Rabiu H. Yadudu, MDADôs Deputy Director Basil Binns, 

FAANôs Chief of Staff to the Managing Director Lawal Abdullahi, 

MDADôs Marketing & Air Route Development Division Director Emir 

Pineda, MDADôs Chief of Staff to Ken Pyatt Jenny Deblois, FAANôs 

Legal Secretary Bridget Gold, and MDADôs Revenue Manager  

Dr. Richard Anyamele. 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Douglas-Engelbart
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Ap81cqdm&id=C60915F0A6A2D4349DB1949F7461824CA9CB0244&thid=OIP.Ap81cqdmRLx5ObNAnR18YQHaFj&mediaurl=https%3A%2F%2Fth.bing.com%2Fth%2Fid%2FR.029f3572a76644bc7939b3409d1d7c61%3Frik%3DRALLqUyCYXSflA%26riu%3Dhtt
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/10/31/a-proclamation-on-national-native-american-heritage-month-2022/

